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PRESS RELEASE

The stranger... and while | blossomed all alone, the world
slumbered

Opening: 8th December 2018 16:00

Duration: 8th December 2018 - 6th January 2019(Closed on Mondays)

Location: 155A Caochangdi Chaoyang District, Beijing

Organizer: Three Shadows Photography Art Centre

Artist: Xiaoyi Chen

Exhibition Coordinator: Yan Qi

Support: Foundation for the Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions (FDDM), Swiss Agency for
Cooperation and Development (DDC), Culture Service of Canton Valais

Three Shadows is delighted to present “The stranger... and while | blossomed all alone, the world
slumbered” , by artist Xiaoyi Chen in SMArt residency program.

In Xiaoyi Chen's creation, she is always focus on the subtle perception of humans with nature as a
medium. During her residency in Monthey, Xiaoyi Chen discovered erratic blocks during a walk in the
forest. These large rock masses, some of which are the size of houses, have been transported by rivers
of ice and placed in dominant positions in glacial valleys or scattered over hills and plains in
Switzerland. They were was left alone by the demise of the glaciers. Where the glacial boulder is
located, it is the land once covered by the glaciers.

For her creation, these boulders are a container of time and the “monument” of glaciers in the Alps,
they witnessed the degradation of the glaciers and this phenomenon continues now. These erratic
blocks were transferred by glaciers to a place where they were not supposed to be, perched in an
unstable balance at the light of the edge of the city, in the valley, in the forest. Xiaoyi photographed
them during the time of dawn and nightfall, whenever light is not clear and everything is seems not
divided, and our perception of time tends to be more chaotic and timeless. « The stranger... and while
| blossomed all alone, the world slumbered », in her creation, the artist is infinitely close to the world in
Friedrich Holderlin's poetry and the divine nature. The breathing of light, the heavyness of the positive
film and the lightness of the negative film trigger us to re-experiencing time-space, thus maintaining
reverence in the unseen powers of nature that are beyond our control.



About SMArt

SMArt was launched in 2014 by the Foundation for the Sustainable Development of Mountain
Regions (FDDM) in close cooperation with the Swiss Agency for Cooperation and Developpment
(DDC) and the Culture Service of Canton Valais. It relies on an extensive network of institutional and
cultural partners in Switzerland and around the world. As the Chinese partner of the SMArt project,
Three Shadows Photography Art Centre recommends photographers to Monthey in base of an open
call and vote selection, who make research and creation on issues such as”Climate Change” "water
management” and "mountain development", in the context of the “global challenges of mountain
regions”,

About the artist:

Xiaoyi Chen was born in Sichuan, China in 1992. She received an MA Photography from London
College of Communication in 2014, currently lives and works in Chengdu. Chen’s practice is tied to a
natural, oriental aesthetic, influenced by Western abstract art and oriental philosophy. Her recent
work focuses on the combination of photography, printmaking, video, the combination of techniques
used to explore beneath the surface of things by simplifying and abstracting; an approach aimed at
reviving spiritual awareness and intuition before entering the symbolic nature of what we view. Xiaoyi
Chen has exhibited internationally; she was awarded the Three Shadows Photography Award in
2015, China’s most prestigious photography prize, and named one of Asia’s 30 Artist under 30 by
Forbes magazine 2017. Her recent solo exhibitions include “The stranger:...and while | blossomed all
alone, the world slumbered” (Theatre Crochetan, Switzerland, 2018), “One Giant Leap” (Matéria

Gallery, Roma, 2017”, “Never! “( A Thousand Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, 2017), “Art Project-

London Art Fair” ( Matéria Gallery, London, 2017), “The Inadequacy of Lauguage” (Matéria Gallery,
Roma, 2016), and group exhibitions include the participation in “Extravaganza”( Festival Images
Vevey, Switzerland, 2018), “40 Years of Chinese Contemporary Photography” (Three Shadows
Photography Art Centre, OCAT Shenzhen, China, 2017-2018), “Ten Directions: The 10th Anniversary
Exhibition of Three Shadows Photography Award”( Three Shadows Photography Art Centre, Beijing,
2018), “Athens Photo Festival: Main- Embedded in Nature” ( Benaki Museum, Greece, 2018), “Loop
—Photography and Video Experiments in Southwestern China since 2000” (A4 Art Museum,
Chengdu, 2017), “Calling/re-Calling-Culture city of east Asia 2017, Kyoto Asia Corridor Art
Exhibition” ( Kyoto University of Art and Design, Japan,2017), “Stretching Conceptual Space - state
and method” ( Blue Roof Museum of Chengdu, Ching,2016), “Elemental Landscape” (Tabula Rasa
Gallery, Beijing, 2016), “A Thousand Plateaus Art Space - People’s Park Project”( Jimei x Arles
International Photo Festival, Xiamen, 2015), “China 8: Work in Progress” ( Museum Folkwang, Essen,
Germany,2015), “The Elephant in the room” ( V art center, Shanghai, 2015), “Detachment :Three
Shadows Photography Award Exhibition” (Three Shadows Photography Art Centre, Beijing, 2015)
efc.
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Featured Works

Le bloc studer, 2018



H)

L ]

)
=
=

o
o)
%)
c
—_
0]
e}
=
=
)
19
el

o

o)

)

\

L
a o

‘

¥ .-




Blocs of Monster 2, 2018
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Blocs of Monster 2 negative, 2018



Le Bloc Venetz, 2018



Blocs of evening, 2018



